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replaced by others who undertook to pay a higher
rent. In Ulster alone tenant farmers possessed,
by the custom of the country, a right of property
in the goodwill of their holdings, which, when the
land was relet, they could sell for a substantial
sum to the new occupier ; but this custom was not
recognised by law.

A Bill, introduced in February, 1870, proposed
to deal with these grievances by giving the Ulster
custom force of law, by extending it to the whole
of Ireland, and by providing that the tenant, in
case of eviction, should be compensated for improve-
ments made by him, the insertion of any proviso
to the contrary in leases being forbidden. Bright
as a private member, and Mill in a pamphlet
entitled England and Ireland (1868), had proposed
the partial buying out of the landlords, and the
sale of their estates on easy terms to the occupiers,
as the most satisfactory solution of the land question.
Bright was now a Cabinet Minister ; and in defer-
ence to his authority clauses were introduced into
the Irish Land Bill directing advances of public
money to be made for the purpose of enabling
tenants to buy their holdings in cases where the
landlords were willing to sell. Gladstone, who
framed and conducted the measure, had no belief
in peasant proprietors, and Bright was disabled by
illness from pushing his favourite scheme; nor
did the purchase clauses prove adequate to carry it
out. It is, however, interesting to observe that
two such men as Mill and Bright, one of them
representing the Benthamite school of philosophy
and the other the Manchester school of politics,
should have abandoned the traditions of laissez-